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point ; the intelligent writer of the Biographia Dra~
matiea speaks, negatively; giving the disputable
Dramas, to Nathaniel Field, of New College, Oxford.
But, a begging letter of Field, the player, which was
preserved by Ned Alleyn, among Henslowe's papers,
and published by Mr. Malone, has decided the con-
test, in the actor's favour : For the letter proves, that
Field asked, and received, money from the liberality
of honest Henslowe, for play writing 3. Field, the
player, published, in 1612, a comec&e, called, " A
Woman is a Weathercock;75 in 1618, another
comedie, entitled, "Amends for Ladies;" and, in
1632, " The Fatal Dowry," which he wrote in co-
operation with Massinger 4, who, being equally poor,
and equally engaged in writing, when confined in
durance with Field, joined with him, in begging the
help of Henslowe, The facts before stated decide,
in opposition to the Commentators, that Field, the
player, was the writer of the dramas. He died before
the year 1641, though I have not been able to dis-
cover either his will, or the date of his burial. It is
a remark of Anthony Wood, which applies pertinently
to Field, the poet-player; " So it is, and always has
been, that poets live poor, and die in obscurite."

John Underwood appears to have held nearly the
same course, through life, as Nathaniel Field. Un-
derwood was also one of the children of the Chapel :
He performed in Cynthia's Revels, during the year
1600; in the Poetaster, during 1601; with the
King's Servants, he played in the Alchymist, in
1610, and in Catiline, in 1611 : and he represented
Delio, in The Dutchess of Malfy, in 1623. In this
year, when Nicholas Tooley, made his will, he
kindly forgave Underwood the several sums of money,
which were due by him to the testator. Underwood
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